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Kia ora, Hello, Kia orana, Talofa lava, Malo e lelej Bula vanaka, Marhabaan, Salaam, Namaste, Kumusta,
Asalaam alaikum, Hola, Welkam, M&lé

As we reach the end of this school year, it is with great pride and a touch of sadness that we bid farewell to our
remarkable Year 6 tamariki as they prepare to embark on their next learning adventures at intermediate. To Lucas
Gardiner, Hana Khalil, Kaea Moeke, Marcel Rewha, Kahli Little, Nembeka Ganaii, Mia Ingley, Miracle Tione, Taksh Patel,
Alexander Sipa, Isabella Duder, and Farah Alibrahem - thank you. Each of you has left a lasting mark on Pine Hill School,
contributing your unique talents, spirit, and leadership to our community. We are incredibly proud of your growth and
achievements, and we wish you all the very best for a successful and exciting journey ahead. Finally, to the whanau of
some of these tamariki who are concluding their long association with Pine Hill School, we extend our deepest gratitude.
Your support, involvement, and partnership have been invaluable, and we thank you for the significant contributions you
have made to our school community over the duration of your time here. We wish you all the very best.

When we reflect on the year that’s been, it was an exciting, and successful time! From fabulous classroom projects to an
array of enriching extracurricular activities and special events, this year has been all about incredible growth, fantastic
learning, and significant achievement for our tamariki. They have consistently demonstrated remarkable dedication and
enthusiasm, taking on new learning challenges with confidence and creativity.

We extend our thanks to everyone who contributed to making the year so exceptional. To our tamariki, thank you for your
commitment, hard work, and for enriching our school with your unique talents and ideas every day. To our dedicated
kaimahi (staff) - Valentina, Olivia, Ally, Tait, Tara, Renee, Jemima, Nikola, and Aileen - | am very grateful for your
commitment and professionalism in creating a positive, nurturing environment where our tamariki can flourish. To our
parents and caregivers, extended whanau and friends, your continued support, whether through volunteering, attending
school events, or simply being there for your tamariki, has been vital. And finally, to our wider school community, we
appreciate the strong partnerships and connections that ensure Pine Hill School remains such an important and
welcoming place. Thank you to everyone for making this year of learning, growth, and achievement possible.

We also extend a very special thank you to Olivia Culbert, a remarkable teacher who has given so much dedication and
expertise to our school throughout the year. Olivia has created engaging and inspiring learning experiences for our
tamariki and we wish her all the very best for her move to Christchurch and her new teaching position.

As we turn our focus toward the future, 2026 promises to be a year filled with opportunity and success. Due to our
steadily increasing roll, we continue to have four classrooms operating which will accommodate the growing number of
tamariki and whanau joining our Pine Hill School community. Essential Government programs like the School Donations
Scheme and the continued provision of Lunches in Schools will be vital supports, reinforcing our commitment to the
well-being and success of all our tamariki.

Finally, as the year officially draws to a close, | want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a safe, and happy
holiday period. | am personally embarking on an exciting journey over the summer break, travelling to Sweden to visit my
brother and his family, before heading to Finland to look at schools and learn about their globally renowned education
system. | look forward to sharing all about my new learnings and insights on my return to school in 2026. Have a
wonderful and restful summer break!

Ka mihi,
Melissa Ward
Tumuaki/Principal



School Notices

YEAR SIX BIG DAY OUT

On Friday December 5th, our year 6 tamariki head off on their ‘Big Day Out’ with Miss Culbert and Miss
Ward (Tumuaki/Principal), to celebrate their time at Pine Hill School coming to an end. They visit Leap, swim
at Moana Pool, Ten Pin Bowl at Bowline and finish their day with a yummy lunch at the Gardens. What a
way to celebrate graduating Pine Hill School! We know they will have the best time!

END OF YEAR SCHOOL REPORTS, STATIONERY LISTS AND CLASS LISTS

School reports and stationery and class lists for 2026 will be sent home on hardcopy or emailed (however
you get school information) on Friday December 5th. Please ensure you take the opportunity to talk about
school reports with your tamariki. It is important to celebrate their learning journey and successes, in 2025. It
is up to whanau to get stationery purchased for back to school for their tamariki. You can purchase
stationery from any stationery provider. Please ensure you purchase everything on the lists for your
tamariki as we are unable to provide extra stationery for tamariki. All stationery must be named.

FINAL ASSEMBLY/START OF 2026 INFORMATION

The Final Assembly where we celebrate our Year 6 graduates and our end of year awards are given out, is
on Friday December 12th at 11am in the school hall. School also finishes for the year at the conclusion of
the Assembly and all tamariki must go home. In 2026, school starts on Thursday January 29th. Tamariki
are welcome at school from 8.30am for a 9am start.

FUNDRAISING

A HUGE thank you to everyone for their efforts and contributions to our recent Christmas Hamper Raffle
fundraiser. We raised just over $700 from this which our tamariki will benefit from. Congratulations to all
hamper winners who have been notified. We are extremely appreciative to everyone who donated prizes for
the raffle and sold tickets.

ASSEMBLY AWARDS
Congratulations to the following tamariki for receiving awards at our most recent Assembly: r@
N o
Junior Learning Team 1 | Junior Learning Team 2 Middle Learning Team | Senior Learning Team
Principal Award - Arlo Caley Jasper Saunders Zarih Nolial Hana Khalil
Relating to Others
Classroom Certificate | Heaven Tione Oakley Visser Mahi Chaudhary Kahli Little
Duffy Caught Being Matt Miller Eli Caley Indi Moeke Leah Frewen
Good Award - Term 4

Attendance Shield

Junior Learning Team 2 were the winners with a 95% attendance rate over the last three weeks!

Well done!

ALEX BARTON ENTERPRISE AWARD

A special congratulations to Eva Murphy (Year 2) who was the recipient of the Alex Barton Enterprise Award
for 2025. This is a very special award donated by Benita Barton in memory of her husband, Alex. Alex and
Benita had a long association with Pine Hill School, with Benita often visiting our school to catch up with
everyone.

Eva is a very deserving recipient of this award and we were proud to present it to her at our final Friday
Assembly of the year recently.




CLASSROOM UPDATES! MRS ALVAREZ FARIAS

As the year draws to a close, it is amazing to reflect on how quickly time has flown! We are incredibly proud
of our tamariki and the amazing effort, growth and enthusiasm they have shown throughout the year. It has
been wonderful seeing their confidence, curiosity, and creativity shine brightly across all areas of learning.
Our touch and futsal seasons are wrapping up, and we are proud of the enthusiasm, teamwork, and
dedication shown by all our tamariki who took part. A huge thank you also goes out to all the parents and
whanau who supported from the sidelines, as well as staff and parents who coached/managed, your
encouragement is very much appreciated. We were lucky to have some Southern Hoiho Basketball players
visit our Year 4, 5 and 6 students! They shared some exciting skills and games with us. Across the school,
this term we've focused on learning that is engaging, hands-on, and full of discovery. In science, tamariki
have explored a range of fascinating concepts, carrying out experiments and investigations to better
understand how the world around them works. In music, tamariki have had the opportunity to experiment
with new instruments, creating rhythms, melodies, and even their own original compositions. A highlight was
having Chris Lam Sam and the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra visit, where tamariki explored sound,
experimented with instruments, and collaborated to compose music inspired by space, nature, and
fairytales. In drama, our learners have been encouraged to step outside their comfort zones, exploring
characters, scenarios, and emotions while building confidence, creativity, and collaboration skills. It has
been a joy to see their growth in both performance and self-expression, and the laughter they’ve brought to
each session! We are now moving into the final weeks of the term and are busy preparing for our Final
Assembly, where we celebrate our Year 6 graduates as well as celebrating special achievements for some
of our tamariki. Our Year 6 tamariki have been reflecting on their time at Pine Hill, writing speeches, and
gearing up for their exciting ‘Big Day Out’ this Friday. We are preparing to say farewell to these amazing
Year 6 tamariki as they get ready to take on new adventures in their next chapter. We are so proud of all
they have accomplished and wish them every success for the future. Merry Christmas! Have a safe and
happy Christmas, New Year, and a wonderful, relaxing summer holiday. We look forward to welcoming all
our tamariki back in 2026, refreshed and ready for another fantastic year of learning and adventures!

SCHOOLDOCS

SchoolDocs is a website where our school policy and procedures are held. Each term, policies are up for
review and whanau are able to review policies inside SchoolDocs, and provide feedback if desired. Please
see instructions below on how to review and provide feedback. If you have any questions or would like to
review the policy/ies on paper, please contact Melissa at school.

If parents/caregivers are involved in this review, send them the
following instructions:

1. Visit the website
http://pinehilldunedin.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm

2. Enter the username (pinehilldunedin) and password
(hislop).

3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed.
4, Read the policy.

5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand
corner of the page.

6. Select the reviewer type "Parent”.
7. Enter your name (optional).

8. Submit your ratings and comments.

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide
you with printed copies of the policy and a review form.




REMINDERS

Wednesday December 3rd
Friday December 5th

Friday December 12th
Thursday January 29th 2026
Friday February 6th 2026

Board meeting, 6pm at school

Year 6 Big Day Out to celebrate their time at Pine Hill School coming to an end

Last day of school for 2025, Final Assembly from 11-12pm - school finishes at 12pm
First day of school for 2026, tamariki welcome at school from 8.30am

Waitangi Day, school CLOSED
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for your child?

At Pine Hill School we offer:

Low student to teacher ratios
- A highly skilled teaching team

- Personalised and engaging learning
opportunities

- Integrated learning programmes

- Sporting and cultural groups

Classroom’ programmes

- Expansive grounds

A family focus and community
engagement

‘Reaching for the Top!’
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and after school care

dly, welcoming environment

Touch! Find us on

03 473 9148 Facebook

office@pinehilldunedin.school.nz
T Hislop St, Liberton, Dunedin

www.pinehilldunedin.school.nz

Aiming High | Respect | Responsibility




